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Edito - word from the presidents

Dear alumni,

On August 23 it has been exactly one year since the first Annual General Meeting of the
re-launched LSE Alumni Association Belgium was held in Brussels: a good moment to
reflect back on the past 12 months and to offer you a glimpse of what the future has to
bring.

We formally launched the renewed association last February with a New Year's reception
in the presence of the director of the School, Sir Howard Davies, who delivered his
keynote speech on "Where will the current turmoil in financial markets lead us?" at the
Fortis Headquarters in Brussels. In March, together with the LSE and Sciences Po, we
co-hosted a European Careers Fair in Brussels for young graduates. In June, we organi-
sed the first of our LSE Experts Series on "Doing Business with the Dragon" with leading
experts in the field together with The Centre. In the meanwhile we also established a ha-
bit of informal monthly drinks (every first Wednesday at different locations). Besides the
'visible" events, the whole board has also worked hard on other aspects of the associa-
tion.

By establishing a steady presence in Brussels, we are able to secure the support and
advice of highly accomplished and respected individuals. This gave us the incentive to
launch a new initiative in the form of an Advisory Board of our Association.

Members of the Advisory Board of the LSE AAB provide advice and inspiration to our
Board. They are welcome at our Board meetings, they will be associated with the LSE
AAB and presented in the official alumni publications. We will also encourage them to
attend and speak at public events organised by the Association and offer them the forum
of the LSE alumni. Overall, our actions can be guided by their knowledge and expe-
rience. We are delighted to announce that their response has been positive all across the
line. The following names feature the new members of our Advisory Board:

H.E. Mr. Karel DE GUCHT, Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs;

H.E. Mrs. Rachel ARON, Ambassador of the United Kingdom to Belgium;

Mr. Patrick JANSSENS, Mayor of Antwerp (and former LSE alumnus);

Mr. Syed KAMALL, Member of European Parliament for London (and former LSE
alumnus);

Mr. Lode WILLEMS, Director External Affairs at Fortis (and former Ambassador of
Belgium to the UK);

Mr. Philippe JADOUL, President of the British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium.
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In the next 12 months we aim to continue on this path. Several new interesting speakers
and other events are already in the pipeline and to be announced soon. Furthermore,
we will continue to build our alumni base in Brussels, work more closely with the School
in London, and establish our network with other organisations in Brussels

We would also like to remind you of our Membership Scheme, and were very pleased to
see that our efforts are being appreciated as we see more and more alumni wiring their
Membership fee (20 EUR) to become a Contributing Member (more information in this
newsletter).

This is highly important as it enables us to build up the alumni association that the ever-
growing number of alumni in Belgium deserve, and it facilitates the organisation of
events.

A warm thank you to all board members, to everyone who has supported us, and of
course to the rich alumni base in Brussels on which we thrive!

We hope to welcome you all at our yearly informal family BBQ on September 14 at the
VUB campus in Brussels.

On behalf of the LSE AAB board,

Lieven & Olivier

Association

Alumni
I'S Belgium
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Wednesday 3 Sep-
tember

Free for members
3€ non-members

De Ultieme Halluci-
natie,

Rue Royale 316,
1210 Saint-Josse
Brussels

7.30pm

« LSE Wednesdays
drinks » :

every first Wednesday
of the month

Alumni
Association

Belgium

LSE

LSE AAB Newsletter 44
August-Sept. 2008 |

LSE Drinks

Wednesday 3 September, 7.30pm,
De Ultieme Hallucinatie, Saint Josse

The LSE AAB has decided to launch a new regular formula for its informal drinks:

L.SE Wednesday

Every first Wednesday of the
month, drinks will be organ-
ized in a venue (pub, café,
etc.) for all LSE Alumni, LSE
academics or current students
visiting Brussels.

Attendance will be FREE for
LSE AAB members, while non
alumni or non members will be
charged a small stipend. Other
alumni associations in Brussels or special guests will also be invited to the drink.

I_SE AAlumlni

Belgium

The next drinks will be organised

- September 3, 7.30pm

De Ultieme Hallucinatie,

Rue Royale 316,

1210 Saint-Josse

Brussels

This alternative place in a less fa-
mous part of Brussels is great art
deco venue. Go to metro Botanique and walk down Rue Royale
For info and directions see:
http://www.ultiemehallucinatie.be/

- October 1, 7.30pm
Venue to be confirmed soon.
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Sunday, 14 Sep-
tember 2008
14.00-15.30

KultuurKaffee,
Pleinlaan 2, 1050
Brussels

on the premises of

the VUB (Free Uni-
versity Brussels)

fj‘
: /'/

|
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Pre-departure &

Welcome home event

The LSE Alumni Association Belgium (LSE AAB) is ho/din? its first ‘Pre-
Departure & Welcome home Event’for future LSE students, their pa-
rents, recently graduated students and alumni.

The 'pre-departure event' provides a great introduction to the School for the stu-
dents who are London-bound and an important aspect of their LSE experience by
giving them advice and support.

At the same time it is also an excellent ‘welcome home’ for newly created alums,
who can share their LSE experience with those who will soon take their place at

the LSE, and an opportunity to strengthen links between the School and the local
alumni.

The Pre-departure event is free of charge.

PROGRAMME
13.45 Welcoming prospective and current students and their parents

14.00 Welcome and introductory remarks by the Presidents of LSE Alumni Asso-
ciation Belgium

14.15 Presentation by two LSE AAB board members: Life@LSE: From the 1997’
to 2007' Class

14.30 Presentation by recent graduates of the LSE Benelux Society 2007-2008:
10 things you should know about LSE and 10 pieces of advice about life in Lon-
don

14.45 Questions and Answers Session

15.00 Free drinks reception & Social networking between prospective and current
students, their parents and the LSE AAB board 7 ¢ =~ = ujmesesg i g/
members. I8 M- m—
15.30-15.45 Close of the ‘Pre-Departure and -
Welcoming Event’ and invitation to continue the &
social networking with LSE Alumni at the Alumni
BBQ that will follow

Please confirm your participation by
sending us the reply form here on the next

page
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Alumni BBQ

Sunday, 14 Sep-
tember 2008
16.00-19.30

KultuurKaffee,
Pleinlaan 2, 1050
Brussels

on the premises of
the VUB (Free Uni-
versity Brussels)

Pre- dﬁ)arture W&
N

Sunday- 1 Sept: 2008

< FutureiSEstudsntsBind thei
- Current stigents "
- Alurhiref the-LSE

Association

Alumni
|'S Belgium

The LSE AAB also kindly invites all future LSE students, their parents,
and the recently graduated students who were present at the ‘Pre-
Departure' & "Welcome home' Event for this informal BBQ event.

This would give the opportunity to prospective and recently graduated
students to get to know more about life post-LSE in an informal setting.

PROGRAMME

16.00 Welcoming alumni by LSE AAB board members + drinks

16.20 Welcome by the Presidents of LSE Alumni Association Bel-
gium

16.30 Start of BBQ

17.00 Music

19:30- End of BBQ

This event is open to LSE Alumni, their partners and families,
prospective and recently graduated students, and their parents

Children under 12 years: 7 EUR

LSE AAB Members outgomg and current students: 15 EUR pp

Non-member alumni and others: 20 EUR pp

gICkftS include food (meat or vegetarian dish + vegetables) + 2
rinks

(Please put '[ X ]' where appropriate)

| will attend the

[ ]Pre-departure & Welcome home Event - no charge for this event

[ TAlumni BBQ (Please inform us in case of last minute cancellation)

lam a

[ ]prospective Student, [ ] Current Student, [ ] Alumni

and | will be accompanied by

* Children under 12 years:
x7€pp =___ EUR

* LSE AAB Members, outgoing and current students:
x€EURpp=__ EUR

* Non-member alumni and other friends, partners and relatives:
x€EURpp=__ EUR

persons in total (please fill out number):




LSE AAB Newsletter
August-Sept. 2008

"Doing Business
with the Dragon”

Stefaan DEPYPERE
Director of the Trade De-
fence directorate, DG
Trade of the European
Commission

Dr Razeen SALLY,

LSE Professor for Interna-
tional Political Economy
and Director of the Euro-
pean Centre for Interna-
tional Political Economy
(ECIPE)

Stephen Kai-yi WONG,
Director of Hong Kong
Economic & Trade Affairs

Alumni
Association

Belgium

LSE

Past
events

LSE Experts Talk: EU - China

On Thursday, 5 June 2008, the LSE AAB organized the first of its new LSE Expert Talk Series
with a discussion about "Doing Business with the Dragon”. Three leading experts engaged in a
lively debate about the challenges of the European Union’s economic relation with China

Mr Depypere, in charge of DG Trade's most closely watched directorate on Trade Defense
Instruments, kicked off the debate by outlining the state of play of the EU's economic relations
with China from the perspective of the European Commission. Although trade relations are
marked by a growing deficit with the People's Republic, Depypere highlighted the overall posi-
tive balance of the EU's trade with the rest of the world and the constructive partnership exist-
ing between Brussels and Beijing. Softening public impression of a coming trade war with the
Dragon, he explained that the EU's notorious anti-dumping measures against Chinese export-
ers amount to only a tiny portion of overall trade and that the newly agreed High Level Eco-
nomic and Trade Dialogue Mechanism will further deepen the already close economic coop-
eration

Mr Wong, handling the trade relations of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region with
Europe, complemented this European perspective by sketching out how the huge Chinese
Dragon is viewed by the little Asian tiger Hong Kong. By giving very illustrative examples of the
size and potential of the Chinese market, Mr Wong showed how Hong Kong serves as the
main trade and financial hub in East Asia and as the primary gateway for doing business with
Mainland China. He further highlighted how China is keen on know-how and experience from
Hong Kong and what more could be done in reaping China's full economic potential

Dr. Sally, who just published a book on trade policy in the new century and the role of Asia,
embedded the elaborations of his previous speakers in the bigger picture of global trade and
the future of the WTO. Outlining the new patterns of production in East Asia and thereby ana-
lyzing the real meaning of the EU's trade deficit with China, he presented a wish list of how
trade and financial relations with the Dragon should evolve in the future and what scenarios are
likely. For Dr. Sally, China's unilateral liberalization in the run-up to joining the WTO in 2001 still
serves as a prime example of how to liberalize world trade, although Beijing still has more to do
regarding behind the border trade barriers and the enforcement of intellectual property rights

In the following Q&A session the more than 40 guests engaged in a lively debate with the pan-
ellists about the role of human rights in the EU's economic relations with China, the EU's policy
of pursuing new free trade agreements in Asia as well as the sensitive topic of Hong Kong's
relations with Mainland China.

The talk was chaired by Bertrand Duprez, an LSE alumni working at the think-and-do-tank The
Centre which had kindly offered to host this event at its premises and invited us to a drinks
reception afterwards. On behalf of the LSE AAB board, we again express our gratitude for The
Centre's great support.
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Sign up and join the LSE AAB !

Advantages, details, procedures

All LSE alumni residing in Belgium or with the Belgian nationality are invited to
sign up free of charge for the Newsletter of the LSE Alumni Association Belgium
informing them about our activities and events.

We invite you to become a contributing member of the LSE AAB.

Why a fee?

Your membership will help us to finance our basic working costs (website, newslet-
ter, preparation of events) and provide other alumni benefits. It will allow us to bet-
ter communicate with you, to serve you and continue to offer you a wide variety of
events. LSE provides no financial support to LSE AAB. Your membership is there-
fore essential to our operations.

What is in there for me?

The membership guarantees you privileged access and discounted pricing to so-
cial, professional and intellectual LSE AAB events. In the future, for specific events
non-members (either alumni or friends) will be charged per event. Also, members-
only events will be organised in the future. A list of the members will be published
online.

How?

You can now sign up for a membership at 20 € per year with any committee mem-

ber or transfer this amount to our bank account (details on our website).

« Alumni in their first year after graduation are exempt from the membership
fee.

«  All other alumni are invited to pay 20 €.

We look forward to you becoming a new member and support the LSE Alumni As-
sociation Belgium!

© LSE AAB, August 2008
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