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 Edito - word from the presidents�

 
 

Dear alumni, 
  
A newsletter is always a good occasion to look back on our recent activities and to 
look forward to what’s coming up.  Our drinks every first Wednesday of the month are 
marked in an increasing amount of agendas in Brussels .  We are happy to see so ma-
ny of you come back regularly for a stimulating chat in a relaxed environment with fel-
low LSE graduates over a pint (or two...). We will keep up the effort to invite you to ni-
ce venues. See you again on March 4! 
 
Furthermore, we are proud to present a follow-up to our 2008 New Year's reception 
with Sir Howard Davies , the director of the LSE.  In February 2008, he explained us 
what happened in the subprime mortgage market in the US and how the credit crunch 
came about.  Meanwhile this has developed into a global financial and economic 
downturn of which no one can predict the outcome... time for Sir Howard to enlighten 
us once more! 
 
We are delighted to announce that the British Ambassador to Belgium , Her Excellency 
Dr. Rachel Aron, has graciously proposed to host this event on 16 March 2009 at the 
official residence of the British Ambassador. 
  
This event will also be the first occasion for the LSE alumni in Brussels to meet the 
members of the Advisory Board of the LSE AAB .  Over the past few months we ha-
ve  attracted several new highly accomplished and respected individuals to provide us 
with advice and inspiration: 
  

·       H.E. Mrs. Rachel ARON  Ambassador of the United Kingdom to Belgium 
·       H.E. Mr. Karel DE GUCHT Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
·       Mr. Etienne de CALLATAY Chief Economist at Bank Degroof (and LSE alumnus) 
·       Mr. Philippe JADOUL President of the British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium 
·       Mr. Patrick JANSSENS Mayor of Antwerp (and LSE alumnus) 
·       Mr. Syed KAMALL Member of European Parliament for London   (and LSE alumnus) 
·       Mr. Claude MORAES Member of European Parliament for London (and LSE alumnus) 
·      Mr. Lode WILLEMS Director External Affairs at Fortis (former Ambassador of Belgium 

to the UK) 
·      Mr. Peter WITT Partner at GPlus Europe, former Deputy Permanent Representative of 

Germany to the EU (and LSE alumnus) 
 

A warm thank you goes to all the Board Members, all enthusiastic and talented volun-
teers, who dedicate their best efforts to build an active and thriving alumni community 
here in Brussels . Don’t hesitate to get in touch with us if you would like to get involved. 
  
Last but not least, we are very pleased to see  that our efforts are being appreciated as 
more and more alumni have become Contributing Members of the LSE AAB. Since we 
launched our Membership scheme last year, we have seen over a hundred alumni 
sign up and their number is still growing. 
  
We are very grateful to you, fellow LSE alumni, for your continued support! 
  
On behalf of the LSE AAB board, 
Lieven & Olivier 
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We are delighted to announce to you that the British Ambassador to Belgium, Her 
Excellency Dr. Rachel Aron, has graciously proposed to host the following event for 
the LSE Alumni Association Belgium. 
 
As an alumnus/a of the LSE, you are wholeheartedly invited 
to join us on 16 March 2009  in the presence of the director of 
the LSE, Sir Howard Davies, the Ambassador and the new 
Advisory Board of the LSE AAB. 
 
The evening will start at 6.30pm with a welcome drink, follo-
wed by a keynote lecture by Sir Howard Davies on the 
financial and economic crisis . 
 
 
Since Sir Howard Davies spoke at the 2008 New Year's re-
ception of the LSE AAB, the credit crunch that began with the 
collapse of the subprime mortgage market in the US has 
meanwhile developed into a global financial and economic 
downturn of which no one can predict the outcome...time for 
Sir Howard to enlighten us once more. 
 
After the lecture all are invited to a walking supper recep-
tion .  
 
The event is expected to end by 9.30pm.  
 
The event will be held at the official residence of the Bri-
tish Ambassador  located in central Brussels, close to the 
Royal Palace, at 17, Rue Ducale / Hertogstraat, 1000 Brus-
sels. Please bring your invitation with you as you will be asked to present it at the 
door.  
 
The dress code for the event will be "lounge suit". 
Places for this very special alumni event are limited, and we expect it to be very po-
pular.  
 
Please register via the online registration  form as soon as possible and no later 
than 28 February 2009.  
 
Your registration will only be final once we have received your bank transfer on our 
account  
 
 
This event is unfortunately now fully booked 
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LSE 
Wednesdays 

drinks  
 
Every first Wed-

nesday of the 
month 

Every first Wednesday of the month, drinks will be organized in a venue (pub, 
café, etc.) for all LSE Alumni, LSE academics or current students visiting Brus-
sels.  
 
Attendance is FREE for LSE AAB mem-
bers. 
 
For this March edition of the monthly 
drinks of the LSE Alumni association in 
Belgium, the LSE AAB will inaugurate a 
brand-new fashionable place near the Mi-
di train Station, called "Midistation" 
 
We will have a separate room for ourselves in this brand new venue. 
 
The ones who want to experience their fusion cuisine are welcomed to eat on the 
premises. It has a great reputation ! 
 
Check out their website at: http://www.midistation.eu/ 
 

- When? 
Wednesday 4 March, 7.30pm-22.30pm 
 
- How to get there? 
Midi metro stationn then 2 min walks out 
behind the train station. 
 
Midi Station SA 
Place Victor Horta, 26 

1060 BRUSSELS 
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Following the huge success of the previous 5 years, the LSE and Sciences Po Pa-
ris are holding their next annual European Internship Fair in Brussels on Friday 20 
March 2009.  
 
This is a unique opportunity for you to meet students from two of the most presti-
gious social science universities in the world 
 
Just to make sure everything is clear and avoid disappointment at the entrance: 
 
Please note this fair is for LSE and Sciences Po students only. Only students from 
LSE and Sciences Po will be admitted to the event. All LSE and Sciences Po stu-
dents must have booked beforehand and be confirmed as well. 
 
The LSEAAB will also be looking for LSE Alumni willing to share their experience 
of Brussels and its job market with the current students of the LSE. More informa-
tion will soon follow. 
 
If you are employing or if your company could be interested to attend such fair, 
please let us know and we will put you in contact with the organisers. The students 
attending the fair will be postgraduate students following a variety of relevant cour-
ses including Comparative Politics, European Political Economy, Corporate and 
European Law, European Social Policy, International Political Economy and Poli-
tics and Government in the EU. They are actively looking for work experience in 
Brussels. 

More info at the following link (click here) 

Future events LSE AAB Newsletter 
Feb.-March 2009 
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www.lsealumni.be 
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Since November 2008, the LSE Alumni Association in Belgium has a new website online 
with a variety of interesting new features. 
 
As in the past, the website informs you about the Association, its goals, the events the asso-
ciation is setting up for you and the board members. 
 

 
 
The new website now also features a list 
of all contributing members  – a list of 
almost 70 LSE Alumni living and working 
in Brussels.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
There is also a member’s wall where 
members can promote their own 
events. Sign up as a member by using 
the new online registration form!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
You can also find the members of the new Advisory Board  
online. 
 
 
A big 

thanks to Florian for all his efforts in 
designing the new site! 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out 
our new 
online 

presence at 
www.lsealumni

.be   

LSE AAB Newsletter 
Feb.-March 2009 
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According to the Financial Times, Obama’s incoming team has more graduates from the 
London School of Economics than any other university. Three out of 15 incoming cabinet 
members and senior White House staff earned degrees at the LSE. 

The Financial Times, Jurek Martin, November 27 2008,  
 
« The dreaming spires of Oxford had better wake up if they want to continue to play in the 
major leagues of American government, as long was the case courtesy of the Rhodes scho-
larship and never more so than when Bill Clinton became the first Oxonian president. 

 
Of the first 15 cabinet and White House 
appointments announced by president-
elect Barack Obama, none put in time by 
the banks of the Cherwell, but three ear-
ned degrees from the nondescript buil-
dings off the Strand that house the Lon-
don School of Economics. 
 
The selections of Peter Orszag as budget 
director and Pete Rouse and Mona Sut-
phen to the senior White House staff 
means the LSE only has two less gradua-
tes than Harvard in team Obama »... 

Read the full article at: the following link (click here) 

 

 

The French daily « Le Point » also ran an article on the LSE last week. 

Please find the first part hereunder. The whole article can be available, for our french-
speaking readers at the following link (click here) 

Le Point, Mélanie Delattre, February 17 2009 

« Au coeur de Londres, la « Star Academy » du pouvoir 

L'économie a sa « Star Academy ». Ou plutôt son académie star. Une fabrique à VIP de la poli-
tique, de la recherche et de la finance nichée en plein coeur de Londres, à quelques centaines 
de mètres seulement de la City.  

Parodiée dans la version anglaise d' « Astérix et d'Obélix » sous le nom de Latin School of Eco-
nomics, la London School of Economics est l'école de l'élite mondiale. La reine Margrethe II de 
Danemark, l'ancien Premier ministre italien Romano Prodi, Cherie Blair, femme de l'ex-Premier 
ministre britannique, et trente-six autres chefs d'Etat, dont le président américain John Kennedy, 
y ont étudié. Quatorze prix Nobel en sont issus, de même que plusieurs milliardaires de toutes 
nationalités. Le gourou des marchés George Soros, le chanteur Mick Jagger, le fondateur d'Ea-
syJet, Stelios Haji-Ioannou, sont eux aussi passés par les bancs de cette université britannique 
centenaire, qui séduit autant l'Amérique que le Vieux Continent. (…) » 

LSE AAB Newsletter 
Feb.-March 2009 
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All LSE alumni residing in Belgium or with the Belgian nationality are invited to 
sign up free of charge for the Newsletter of the LSE Alumni Association Belgium 
informing them about our activities and events.  
We invite you to become a contributing member of the LSE AAB. 
  
Why a fee? 
Your membership will help us to finance our basic working costs (website, newslet-
ter, preparation of events) and provide other alumni benefits. It will allow us to bet-
ter communicate with you, to serve you and continue to offer you a wide variety of 
events. LSE provides no financial support to LSE AAB. Your membership is there-
fore essential to our operations. 
  
What is in there for me? 
The membership guarantees you privileged access and discounted pricing to so-
cial, professional and intellectual LSE AAB events. In the future, for specific events 
non-members (either alumni or friends) will be charged per event. Also, members-
only events will be organised in the future. A list of the members will be published 
online. 
  
How? 
You can now sign up for a membership at 20 € per year with any committee mem-
ber or transfer this amount to our bank account (details on our website). 
· Alumni in their first year after graduation are exempt from the membership 

fee.  
· All other alumni are invited to pay 20 €. 
 
We look forward to you becoming a new member and support the LSE Alumni As-
sociation Belgium! 
 

The LSE AAB 

© LSE AAB, March 2009 

LSE AAB Newsletter 
Feb.-March 2009 

 

February-March newsletter of 
the Belgian Alumni Associa-
tion of the London School of 
Economics. 
 
If you have any queries or 
questions regarding the New-
sletter or the LSE AAB in 
general, please contact Lau-
rent Donceel at:  
laurent@lsealumni.be  
or info@lsealumni.be 


